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ON A NEW RECORD OF PARASQUILLA FERUSSACI (ROUX) 
IN THE LIGURIAN SEA 


(CRUSTACEA, STOMATOPODA) 


During research activities on fishery in the Ligurian Sea (north- 
western Mediterranean), as part of an ICRAM project, a stomatopod 
crustacean belonging to the species Parasquilla ferussaci (Roux, 1830) 
was collected. This species is distributed in the Mediterranean from 
off Sicily to the Tyrrhenian, Ligurian and Catalan Seas, and in 
eastern Atlantic from off Portugal, Madeira, and the Gulf of Guinea 
(FROGLIA & MANNING, 1989; FROGLIA 1992; ABELLO et al., 1994; 
DE RANIERI & Mort, 1994). The relative growth and diet have been 
investigated by MORI et al. (1998) from samples collected by trawling 
in the North Tyrrhenian Sea, but quite scanty bioecological informa- 
tion is available. 


In Ligurian Sea the last records of P ferussaci are due to HALLER 
(1879) and Carus (1885). In fact, FROGLIA (1992) didn’t find any 
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recent material of this species in the stomatopod collections of the 
Genoa and Monaco Museums. REAKA and MANNING (1987) observe 
that there are various gaps of knowledge in the stomatopods, including 
their geographical distribution. The present short note reports news 
on the capture of this mantis shrimp and on the principal characteris- 
tics of the habitat in which it was found. 


Material - One adult male of 111 mm total length was col- 
lected by means of gill nets between 4.00 a.m. and 10.30, on the 5th 
March 1997, off Albenga (Ligurian Sea, northwestern Mediterranean); 
depth 65-75 m, on the bottom of the paleo-mouth of the Centa 
river, consisting of roundish stones (L. T'unesi legit). The specimen 
is deposited in the Museo Civico di Storia Naturale“G. Doria” of 
Genova. 


Remarks - Specimens of. P ferussaci have been collected at 
depths ranging from 174 to 715 m (FROGLIA & MANNING, 1989; 
ABELLO et al., 1994; DE RANIERI & Mor!t, 1994), so the present speci- 
men represents the shallowest record for this species. 


The few specimens previously collected come from muddy, or 
slightly sandy substrates, and according to ABELLO et al. (1994) the 
Mediterranean population of P ferussaci is scarce since these sub- 
strates are those most worked by the trawling fleets. The habitat of 
P ferussaci caught off Albenga is characterized by the presence of a 
round stone bottom, exposed to low sedimentation, populated by a 
rich assemblage of gorgonian colonies, Eunicella verrucosa (Pallas), 
sponges and bryozoans as Turbicellepora avicularis (Hinks). Accord- 
ing to local fishermen, specimens of P ferussaci are frequently caught 
in this area. So, it is possible that this species also lives on deep bot- 
toms with a hard component; the nature of this kind of bottom and 
the consequent difficulty to study it by grab or bottom trawl could 
explain the rarity of the species. Future programs to sample P ferus- 
saci from this and other areas would greatly enhance the accuracy of 
knowledge on this aspect. 
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SUMMARY 


A new record of an adult male of Parasquilla ferussaci (Roux, 1830) in the Ligu- 
rian Sea is quoted. This stomatopod crustacean was collected off Albenga, by means 
of gill nets, at 65-75 m depth, on a substrate characterized by a muddy bottom and a 
number of stones colonized by several sessile animals. This is the shallowest record for 
this species. 


RIASSUNTO 


Nuovo reperto di Parasquilla ferussact (Roux) nel Mar Ligure (Crustacea, Sto- 
matopoda) 


Viene riferito sulla cattura di un maschio adulto di Parasquilla ferussaci (Roux, 
1830), avvenuta al largo di Albenga (Mar Ligure), mediante una rete ad imbrocco 
calata in un intervallo di profondita compreso tra 65 e 75 m. L’esemplare é stato cam- 
pionato su un fondale costituito dalla paleo-foce del fiume Centa, composto da pietre 
arrotondate sulle quali erano insediati numerosi animali sessili. La presente cattura è 
avvenuta ad una profondità minore degli altri ritrovamenti e fa introdurre nuove ipo- 
tesi sulle caratteristiche degli habitat frequentati da questa specie. 


